
P R E S S  &  M E D I A  K I T

a cat sitting co.
franchising

Cats only.
By design.
MEOW! is the nation's only cats-exclusive pet sitting franchise

— built for the half of a $158 billion industry nobody structured

for. Everything in this kit is cleared for publication and free to

use without permission.

F O U N D E R
Deanna Jones

H E A D Q U A R T E R S
Safety Harbor, Florida

C AT S  O N LY  S I N C E
2019

I N  P E T  C A R E
25 years

Media inquiries — Deanna Jones

deanna@meowfranchising.com · (727) 290-7222

690 Main Street #719, Safety Harbor, Florida 34695 · meowfranchising.com



F O R  J O U R N A L I S T S

Contact and fact sheet

M E D I A  C O N T A C T

Deanna Jones — Founder & Owner
deanna@meowfranchising.com · (727) 290-7222

Available for interview by phone, video, or in person in the Tampa Bay area. Inquiries answered within

24 hours.

E X P E R T  C O M M E N T A R Y  A R E A S

Feline behavior and care standards · why cats need different care than dogs · the underserved cat market ·

women-owned franchising · home-based business ownership.

F A C T  S H E E T

LEGAL ENTITY MEOW! A Cat Sitting Company, LLC

FRANCHISE  TRADE NAME MEOW! Franchising

FOUNDER &  OWNER Deanna Jones

CATS - ONLY S INCE 2019 — as MEOW! Countryside, renamed 2022

YEARS IN  PET  CARE 25

HEADQUARTERS Safety Harbor, Florida

FL AGSHIP  LOCATION Pinellas County, Florida

MEOW !  AT  THE L AKE Lake Monticello, Virginia

CAT CARE SPECIALISTS 8 — background checked, insured, bonded

FRANCHISE  AVAIL ABIL ITY 37 states and jurisdictions

BUSINESS  MODEL Home-based, protected territory

WEBSITE meowfranchising.com

SOCIAL @meowfranchising
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A P P R O V E D  F O R  R E P R I N T

Boilerplate
Three lengths. Use whichever fits the piece — no changes needed, no permission required.

S H O R T  ·  2 5  W O R D S

MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. is the nation's premier cats-only pet sitting franchise, offering home-

based, protected-territory ownership to cat lovers nationwide. meowfranchising.com

M E D I U M  ·  5 5  W O R D S

MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. is the nation's premier cats-exclusive pet sitting franchise. Founded

on the belief that every cat is an individual deserving care built specifically for them,

MEOW! grew from a Pinellas County, Florida flagship into a national franchise system. The

home-based model offers low startup costs, protected territories, and comprehensive

training. meowfranchising.com

L O N G  ·  1 1 0  W O R D S

MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. is the nation's premier cats-only pet sitting franchise system. Founded by

Deanna Jones on the belief that cats deserve care designed for them rather than adapted from

dog-focused services, MEOW! has operated as a cats-exclusive service in Pinellas County, Florida

since 2019, backed by 25 years in professional pet care. MEOW! at the Lake serves Lake Monticello,

Virginia. In a $158-billion pet industry where cats account for just 6% of pet sitting revenue despite

living in 53 million American households, MEOW! franchises that model to entrepreneurs

nationwide — home-based, low overhead, protected territory, and full training in feline behavior

and business operations. meowfranchising.com
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F O U N D E R  B I O

Deanna Jones
S H O R T  ·  5 0  W O R D S

Deanna Jones is the founder and owner of MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. and

MEOW! Franchising. With 25 years in professional pet care, she built a

cats-exclusive service model in Pinellas County, Florida, and now

franchises it to cat lovers nationwide.

Deanna Jones, founder and owner

F U L L  ·  1 6 0  W O R D S

Deanna Jones is the founder and owner of MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. and MEOW! Franchising, the

nation's premier cats-only pet sitting franchise system. In the late 1990s she left mortgage banking for

animal care, starting as a sitter with one of the country's pioneering in-home pet services in

Richmond, Virginia, before launching her own all-pets sitting business in Charlottesville. Cats were

always where her heart was. She went on to found MEOW! in Pinellas County, Florida — the area's first

cats-exclusive pet sitting service — operating cats-only since 2019 on one conviction: that every cat is

an individual, and every cat deserves care that honors exactly who they are. No cookie-cutter visits, no

one-size-fits-all routines. Deanna made the decision to franchise not to grow for growth's sake, but

to put a proven cats-only model into the hands of passionate cat lovers across the country. She

speaks on feline-specific care standards, the underserved cat market, and building a service business

around trust.
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C L E A R E D  F O R  A T T R I B U T I O N

Quote bank
Pre-approved and usable as written. Attribute to Deanna Jones, founder, MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co.

"Cats have spent decades as an afterthought in the pet care industry. I built a company that puts

them first, and now I'm looking for people who want to do that in their own community."

ON WHY THE COMPANY EXISTS

"It began with a lifelong love of cats. What I never expected was how far that love would take me."

ON THE FOUNDING

"Every cat is an individual, and every cat deserves care that honors exactly who they are. No cookie-

cutter visits. No one-size-fits-all routines."

ON THE CARE PHILOSOPHY

"Cats live in 53 million American homes but account for about six percent of pet sitting revenue. That

isn't a lack of demand. That's a lack of anyone building for them."

ON THE MARKET GAP

"We didn't franchise to grow for growth's sake. We franchised to put this model into the hands of

people who care about cats the way we do."

ON FRANCHIS ING

"You don't need a business degree. You need to love cats specifically — their independence, their

particularity, the way trust has to be earned rather than assumed."

ON WHAT MAKES A  GOOD OWNER
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T H I R D - P A R T Y  R E S E A R C H

Market data

53M
U.S. households own cats — roughly 39% of

American homes, up from 40 million in 2023.

American Pet Products Association, 2025

6%
Cats' share of pet sitting revenue, despite those 53

million households.

Grand View Research

$158B
Total size of the U.S. pet industry.

APPA 2025 State of the Industry Report

10.9%
Annual growth in the U.S. pet sitting market, on

track to nearly double to $1.4 billion by 2030.

Grand View Research

T H E  S T O R Y

The pet industry was built for dogs.
The data says that's changing.

For decades, professional pet care has been designed around dogs and adapted, imperfectly, for cats.

Boarding facilities stress them. General pet sitters visit them the way they would visit a dog. Meanwhile

cat ownership has climbed to 53 million American households while cats account for only about 6% of

pet sitting revenue.

MEOW! was built in that gap. In Pinellas County, Florida, Deanna Jones spent 25 years in pet care

before going cats-exclusive in 2019, developing a care model built around feline behavior rather than

borrowed from canine routines. The model proved out locally in Pinellas County. MEOW! at the Lake

serves Lake Monticello, Virginia. MEOW! now franchises it nationwide.
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F O R  E D I T O R S

Story angles
Ready-made hooks depending on the outlet.

B U S I N E S S  &  F R A N C H I S I N G

Low-capital, home-based franchising as an alternative to brick-and-mortar. A $39,000 – $59,760 total initial investment,

including a $30,000 initial franchise fee, against boarding facilities and retail concepts requiring six figures and a

commercial lease. Figures from our Franchise Disclosure Document issued August 12, 2026.

L O C A L  &  R E G I O N A L

Florida-founded brand expanding nationally. A local-business-makes-good angle for Tampa Bay outlets, and a new-

business-coming-to-town angle in each market that opens.

W O M E N  I N  B U S I N E S S

Woman-founded, woman-owned franchisor in a growing category. Fits Women's History Month, National Women's

Small Business Month in October, and women-in-franchising roundups.

P E T  &  L I F E S T Y L E

Why cats need different care than dogs — service journalism on feline stress, territory behavior, and why boarding is

often the wrong call for a cat. Deanna is a strong source even when the piece isn't about MEOW!

T R E N D  &  D A T A

Cats as the growth story of the pet industry, and why the service side hasn't caught up. The 53-million-households-

versus-6%-of-revenue gap is the whole pitch in one line.

C A R E E R  C H A N G E

No pet care or business background is required. Second-act and midlife career-change features, especially Gen X and

empty-nesters.

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  S T A F F I N G

An eight-person team with three-plus years average tenure in an industry defined by turnover, recruited primarily from

volunteer and rescue backgrounds.

S E A S O N A L

National Cat Day (October 29), Hug Your Cat Day (June 4), Adopt a Shelter Cat Month (June), and holiday travel season

when cat parents scramble for care.
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R E F E R E N C E

Common questions

What makes MEOW! different from other pet sitting services?

MEOW! serves cats exclusively. Sitters are trained specifically in feline behavior, and the service model is built

around how cats respond to care rather than adapted from dog services.

How long has the company operated?

MEOW! has operated as a cats-only service in Pinellas County, Florida since 2019, first as MEOW! Countryside and

renamed MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. in 2022. Founder Deanna Jones has worked in professional pet care for 25 years.

Who provides the care?

Eight Cat Care Specialists at the flagship location, all background checked, insured, and bonded, with three-plus

years average tenure. MEOW! recruits primarily from volunteer and rescue backgrounds.

Where does MEOW! operate?

The flagship serves Pinellas County, Florida, and MEOW! at the Lake serves Lake Monticello, Virginia. Headquarters

is in Safety Harbor, Florida. Franchise opportunities are currently available in 37 states and jurisdictions.

Do franchise owners need experience?

No. Training at the Florida headquarters covers feline behavior, customer service, and business operations, and

takes two days.

Brand assets

Logos and photography provided upon request — contact deanna@meowfranchising.com.

Correct name usage: MEOW! A Cat Sitting Co. — always with the exclamation point, MEOW in all capitals. In

franchise-development contexts, MEOW! Franchising. The full legal entity name, MEOW! A Cat Sitting Company,

LLC, is required only in legal or contractual contexts.

Incorrect: Meow, MEOW without the exclamation point, Meow! Cat Sitting.

Logo: do not stretch, recolor, rotate, add effects, or place on busy backgrounds.
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a cat sitting co.
franchising

Every cat deserves
care built for them.
For interviews, photography, or additional information, get

in touch. Media inquiries answered within 24 hours.

M E D I A  C O N T A C T

Deanna Jones, Founder

E M A I L

deanna@meowfranchising.com

P H O N E

(727) 290-7222

This document and the information contained herein do not constitute an offer to sell, or the solicitation of an offer to buy, a franchise. An offer may be made only

through the delivery of a Franchise Disclosure Document (FDD) in compliance with applicable law. Complete details of all fees are set out in the Franchise

Disclosure Document, which controls in all respects.

MEOW! A Cat Sitting Company, LLC is the sole legal owner of the MEOW!™ and MEOW! A Cat Sitting Company® trademarks and all associated intellectual

property. "MEOW! Franchising" is a trade name used for franchise development purposes.

690 Main Street #719, Safety Harbor, Florida 34695 · © 2026 MEOW! A Cat Sitting Company, LLC. All rights reserved.


